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HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY  
B. A. First Semester 

DSC-1A : HISTORY OF INDIA - PRE HISTORIC AGE TO KUSHANAS 
 

Objectives:  
 To study the Literary and  Archaeological Sources and  the  influence  of  Geographical factors 
 To study the development of Cultures; Towns, Trade and Economy, Religion and Literature. 
 Further to study the rise and spread of Jainism and Buddhism and establishment of early 

dynasties and their contributions   

Unit- I Reconstructing Ancient Indian History:                                                     18 Hours 
A. History and Its relationship with Archaeology, Chronology, Epigraphy, Numismatics, 

Geography, Political Science, Economics, Literature & etc.,  
B. Sources and Tools of Historical reconstruction- Archaeological and Literary. 
C. Geography of Ancient India 

             

Unit -II Pre-Historic Period:                                                                                      18 Hours 
A.  Paleolithic Cultures- Sequence and distribution; Stone Industries and other 

Technological developments. 
B. Mesolithic Cultures- Regional and Chronological distribution; New developments in 

Technology and Economy; Rock Art. 
C. Neolithic and Chalcolithic Cultures: The Advent of food production understanding the 

Regional and Chronological distribution of the Neolithic and Chalcolithic cultures 
subsistence, and patterns of exchange                                                                                                   

Unit -III Expansion of Civilization and Rise of New Religions:                     20 Hours  
                                     

A. The Harappan Civilization- Extent of the Civilization, different Phases, Towns- Planning, 
Citadel; Agricultural Technologies; Bricks, Beads, Bones (Craft productions) and Trade, 
Seals, Script, Weights, the end of the Civilization. Problems of Interpretation 

B. Expansion of Ancient Culture- Origin of the Aryans, and their settlements, Contribution 
to Literature, Polity, Economy, Society and Religion 

C. Growth of Jainism and Buddhisim- Life and Teachings of Mahaveera and Gautama 
Buddha, Causes for the Spread and Growth of Jainism and Buddhism 
 
 
 

Unit - IV Expansion of the Empires:                                                                 20 Hours 
A. Greek Invasions- Alexander : Causes, Course and Impacts. 
B. The Mauryan Empire- Origin- Early rulers- Chandra Gupta Maurya - Administration, 

Asoka-Kalinga War, Buddhism, Buddhist Council: Dhamma, Growth of Mauryan Art. 
Asokan inscriptions- Cultural Study- Decline of Mauryan Empire   

C. Kushanas- Political History and Cultural contributions –The Satavahanas- Origin-Early 
Rulers- Gautamiputra Sathakarni-Cultural Contributions.-Urbanization in Ancient India- 
causes and impact 

  



Unit -V: Map Topics:                                                                                                 04 Hours 

A.  Mark the important towns of Harappan Civilization and write their historical  
       Importance 
B. Mark the important places of Ashokan edicts found in India and write a short note about 

them.  

B A 1 Sem. 
Reference Books : 

1 Thapar Romila  : History of India Vol-I. Penguin Books India Pvt.Ltd., New Delhi-2000. 

2 Majumdar R.C. : Ancient India. Motilal Banarsidas Delhi, Reprited:2017  

3. Lunia B.N.   : Evolution of Indian Culture. Lakshmi Narayan Agarwal, Agra. 1960. 

4.Jha D. N.  : Ancient India- An Introductory. Rawat Publishers, Jaipur.1977 

5. Khurana K.L : Ancient India. Lakshmi Narayan Agarwal, Agra. 2011. 

6. Das S.K.  : The Economic History of Ancient India. Vohra Publishers,  

   Allahabad. 2007. 

7. Sharma R.S. : Indian Feudalism. Laxmi publications, New Delhi. 2008. 

8. Sharma R.S. : Material Culture and Social formations in Ancient India. Macmillan 

  India Ltd. Delhi. 2007. 

9. Sharma L.P.  : History of ancient India. Konark Publishers Pvt.Ltd. Dehli.2008. 

10. Sharma R.S. : India’s Ancient Past. Oxford University Press. New Delhi. 

  31st impression 2018.  

11. Bashyam A.L.  : The wonder that was India, Vol-I. Picador Pan Macmillan  

  Publisher Ltd. London. 2004. 

12. Bridget & Raymond Allchin : The rise of Civilization in India and Pakistan.  

      Cambridge University Press. Foundation books Dehli. 

      Frist South Asia Edition 2011. 

  



HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY 
                                                        B. A. Second Semester 

DSC-1B : HISTORY OF INDIA - FROM GUPTA TO 1206 A.D. ( B 50) 
Objectives: 

 This paper aims to study the rule of Gupta and Vardhana empires and the consolidation 
various dynasties in South India 

 It also deals with Foreign invasions on Northern India and rise of early  Philosophies and 
Sects. 
 

Unit -I Establishment of Empire and Kingdoms:       20 Hours 
A. Reconstructing the History of Ancient India-Interpretation of Sources- Archaeological 

and Literary Sources. 
B. The Gupta Empire- Brief Political History – Samudra Gupta- Religious Revivalism, 

Growth of Literature, Science and Technology, Art and Architecture.   Myth or reality of  
Golden Age 

C. Vardhana Empire - Achievements of Harshavardhana, Administration, Spread of 
Buddhism.  

Unit -II Consolidation of Empire in Deccan :                                         20 Hours 
A. Chalukyas of Badami and its Foundation - Pulkesi II,- Rashtrakutas of Malakheda 

Dhruva, Govind-III, Amoghavarsha Nripatunga and Krishna –III.  
B. Administration  and  Literature under  Chalukyas of Badami and  Rashtrakutas 
C. Growth of Art and Architecture: Chalukyas of Badami and  Rashtrakutas 

 
Unit-III Early Empires of South India-The Pallavas and Cholas     20Hours 

A.  Sangam Age : Literature- Society and Culture 
B. The Pallavas-Mahendravarman I, Narashimhavaraman I  

The Cholas- Raja Raja Cholas - Rajendra Cholas and Local Self-Government 
C. Religion, Literature, Features of  Dravidian  Art and  Architecture: Growth : Pallavas  

and Cholas. 
    

Unit -IV Foreign Invasion and Indian Philosophy:          15Hours 
A. Arabs Invasion- Mohammad –Bin- Qasim,  
B. Muhammad Ghazni and Muhammad of  Ghur  Invasion - Causes, Course and Effects  
C. Indian Philosophy: Advaita, Dwaita Vishistadvaita. Shakti-Vishistadvaita- Shri. 

Basveshwar, Akkamhadevi and other Vachanakaras. 
 

                      Unit- V Map Topics:                                                                                                    05 Hours 
A. Mark the Empire of Samudra Gupta and Write a note on it 
B. The Chalukyan Empire under Pulakeshi -II  
 

 



Note : Study tour may be conducted in any one of the above historical places.  

Reference Books : 

1 Thapar Romila  : History of India Vol-I. Penguin Books India Pvt.Ltd., New Delhi-2000. 

2 Majumdar R.C. : Ancient India. Motilal Banarsidas Delhi, Reprited:2017  

3. Lunia B.N.   : Evolution of Indian Culture. Lakshmi Narayan Agarwal, Agra. 1960. 

4.Jha D. N.  : Ancient India- An Introductory. Rawat Publishers, Jaipur.1977 

5. Khurana K.L : Ancient India. Lakshmi Narayan Agarwal, Agra. 2011. 

6. Das S.K.  : The Economic History of Ancient India. Vohra Publishers,  

   Allahabad. 2007. 

7. Sharma R.S. : Indian Feudalism. Laxmi publications, New Delhi. 2008. 

8. Sharma R.S. : Material Culture and Social formations in Ancient India. Macmillan 

  India Ltd. Delhi. 2007. 

9. Sharma L.P.  : History of ancient India. Konark Publishers Pvt.Ltd. Dehli.2008. 

10. Sharma R.S. : India’s Ancient Past. Oxford University Press. New Delhi. 

  31st impression 2018.  

11. Bashyam A.L.  : The wonder that was India, Vol-I. Picador Pan Macmillan  

  Publisher Ltd. London. 2004. 

12 Nilkanta Sastri K.A.:  The Illustrated History of South India. Oxford University Press  

    New Delhi.2009  

13. Bridget & Raymond Allchin : The rise of Civilization in India and Pakistan.  

      Cambridge University Press. Foundation books Dehli. 

      Frist South Asia Edition 2011. 
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